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Principal’s Message

October 30, 2018

What an amazing Fall we are having here in Yukon and at Golden Horn Elementary
School! The weather continues to be mild and allow for great outdoor learning and play.
As the weather slowly begins to shift to colder temperatures and whiter landscapes,
please develop routines at home that ensure your child arrives to school dressed safely
and comfortably to be outside. Students and staff at GHES take advantage year round
of the natural environment surrounding the school to get outside to learn, play and
develop core competencies in communication, thinking and personal/social.
Our recent Evidence of Learning and Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences were the
first communicating student learning event of the year. The event celebrated what
students have learned so far this Fall and provided the opportunity to discuss where
students are at with their learning and goals for where they need to go next. I noticed
how proud, confident and prepared students were to self-direct the conversation about
their learning with their parents, to share samples of their learning in context of what
they know and are able to do in literacy, numeracy and areas of core competencies,
and to reflect on how they can continue to grow and develop as learners. I appreciate
how engaged parents were in the conferences and the active role that they played as a
partner in their child’s education. The success of such an event is a testament to the
amazing staff at GHES who have worked incredibly hard in recent months to prepare
themselves professionally for changes to communicating student learning and to
support and prepare students to engage more meaningfully in the learning, assessment
and reporting process. Thank you to students, staff and parents for making this an
incredible communicating student learning event.
As a staff we are very much learners too, especially in regards to changes to the new
curriculum, assessment and reporting. As learners, it is important to have feedback that
will allow us to think critically about where we are at, inform our practice, and take action
to improve. Please take time to complete a parent feedback survey about the Evidence
of Learning and Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences. You will find a copy at the end of
this newsletter, as well as posted on the school website under the Communicating
Student Learning tab. You can complete the survey electronically and send it to me by
email at darcy.leblanc@gov.yk.ca. You can also complete a form and leave it
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anonymously in the envelope in the main entry of the school on the community bulletin
board. Your participation will provide important feedback to us as learners as to how we
are communicating student learning here at Golden Horn Elementary School. Thank
you for your continued support and collaboration.
Our next communicating student learning event will be the first Interim Report, which will
be sent home on December 03. The Interim Report will feel familiar to parents as it will
communicate student achievement in literacy, numeracy and other integrated studies
that have been the focus of learning since the beginning of the year. You can read more
about the Interim Report and view a template for the report on the school website by
clicking on the Communicating Student Learning tab.
Darcy LeBlanc
Principal

SCHOOL NEWS
Afterschool Messages and Changes
The office reminds parents and guardians to communicate after school arrangements
with your child before coming to school. When changes happen unexpectedly, please
send a note with your child or please call before 2:00 PM so that we can accommodate
requests in a timely manner. Please be aware that some busses are near capacity so
we cannot guarantee requests to temporary change bussing for the day. We do our best
to relay messages and changes to a student’s after school routines; however, schools
are a busy place and we do our best to pass messages. Please communicate with your
child each day so that they know what to do after school.

Cannabis Legalization Information for Parents
As of October 17, 2018, cannabis will be legal in Canada. Yukon schools will ensure
students have the information they need to make healthy choices and stay safe. Drug
and alcohol education, including cannabis, continues to be part of Yukon’s school
curriculum.
The legal age to use, possess, cultivate or purchase cannabis is 19 years of age. Adults
must ensure that children under 19 do not have access to their cannabis or cannabis
plants.
Educators will continue to have grade-appropriate conversations with students to teach
them about the risks of cannabis use, as well as the use of alcohol and illegal drugs.
The use of cannabis continues to be prohibited on school grounds.
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If you suspect your child is having problems with drugs or alcohol, you can talk with your
school about getting help from a guidance counselor or alcohol and drug services
counselor or contact Mental Wellness and Substance Use Services at 867-456-3838.
For more information on how we are educating students about the risk of cannabis and
other drugs, visit http://www.education.gov.yk.ca/drug_education.html or speak with
your child’s teacher. For more information about cannabis legalization in Yukon, visit
yukon.ca/cannabis or see the Department of Health and Social Services’ video on key
things Yukoners need to know about cannabis at youtu.be/N1v2BLibNqc.

Fentanyl Information for Parents
Fentanyl is very dangerous for drug users, especially for who haven’t used drugs
before, like youth. It is extremely toxic when not used properly. Even a small amount,
about the size of two grains of salt, is enough to kill someone.
More information is available on our website.

Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy Fundraiser Update

Dear Golden Horn Community,
Thank you for sponsoring Team Ross and Finn in the Chicago Marathon! Our team
raised $19,000 towards Duchenne research and your participation and contributions
made by the Bucket Challenge were amazing!
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
FREE LDAY WORKSHOP:
Reducing Anxiety in Kids
Saturday, December 8 – Join guest speaker Jessica Minihan for this workshop suited
for parents of children of all ages, as well as community members who work with
children.
More info: https://ldayukon.com/new-events

VISIBLE LEARNING
G.O.E.S.

Ms. Nyman with the Kindergarten classes showing their antlers.
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LEARNING COMMONS

Students engaged in their learning in the Learning Commons (Library).

GRADE 2/3S

Grade 2/3 students working collaboratively to problem solve by developing their Core
Competencies.

5

Super Hero Day and “Me Bags” activity.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Ø

Friday, November 02 – PD Day (School Closed)

Ø

Friday, November 09 – Remembrance Day Ceremony at 10:50 am

Ø

Monday, December 03 – Interim Report Cards

Ø

Thursday, December 13 – Christmas Bazaar (1 pm – 2:50 pm)

Ø

Tuesday, December 18 – Christmas Concert (1:15 – 2:45 pm and 6:00 – 7:00 pm)

Ø

Thursday, December 20 – Pajama Day/Last Day of School (Dismissal at 2:10)
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Golden Horn Elementary School
Tel: 667-8130 / Fax: 393-6389 / http://ghe.yukonschools.ca
Duncan Drive, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 7A1
Principal: Darcy LeBlanc; e-mail darcy.leblanc@gov.yk.ca

Requesting Parent Feedback on Communicating Student Learning

There’s was an exciting buzz throughout our school the last few weeks as we’ve had
our first Evidence of Learning and Student-Parent-Teacher Conferences. Thank you for
your participation! We believe communication between home and school is the
cornerstone for student success. One of our professional goals as educators this year,
is to communicate student learning in a way that is:
•

Meaningful

•

Visible

•

Clear

In order to help us in our professional learning journey we invite your feedback about
how the student-parent-teacher conferences went for you. We want to be responsive to
your feedback.
1.
2.
3.
4.

What did you like?
Do you have a suggestion for improvement for us to consider?
Do you have a deeper understanding of how your child is doing at school?
Do you have any other feedback or questions about the conferences?

As a team of educators, we are learning and growing in the way that we communicate
your child’s progress. Your feedback will help us make that communication even better
for the rest of this year and in years to come. Thank you in advance for your feedback.
Please reply by email with your feedback, or leave your feedback in the envelope on the
community bulletin board in the main entrance of the school.

Darcy LeBlanc
Principal
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