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Principal’s Message

November 30, 2018

On Monday, December 03, parents will receive an Interim Report on their child’s
progress at school. This is another way that Golden Horn Elementary School is
communicating student learning this year. The Interim Report is a paper-based report
that will provide a snapshot of your child’s progress and achievement levels in Literacy
and Numeracy. Teachers may also include a section on Integrated Studies to
communicate student performance in subject areas related to a specific inquiry or
project, or a dedicated section for other subject areas of focus (e.g., Science, Social
Studies, Career Education, etc.) Specialist teachers (Physical Education, Music, Art,
GOES) may also report on progress. Students will be assessed on learning standards in
subject areas using the performance descriptors: Not Yet Meeting Expectations,
Approaching Expectations, Meeting Expectations and Exceeding Expectations. An
example of the format for the Interim Report is posted on our school website under the
Communicating Student Learning tab.
Your feedback is important to us so that we can be responsive to your needs as
parents with regard to deepening your understanding of your child’s learning journey at
Golden Horn Elementary School. Once again, I am asking for your feedback on the
Interim Reports. We will use this information as part of our school growth process and to
reflect on ways that we can improve our school’s plan for communicating student
learning. Thank you for continued partnership in supporting teaching, learning and
success at our school! Please reply by email to darcy.leblanc@gov.yk.ca with your
feedback to the following questions:
1. What did you like about the Interim Repors?
2. Do you have suggestions for improving the Interim Report?
3. Do you have a deeper understanding of how your child is doing at school after
viewing the Interim Report?
4. Do you have any other feedback or questions about the Interim Report?
As the Christmas season approaches, we are busy getting ready for a movie night
(Dec. 7), the Christmas Bazaar (Dec. 13)- a tradition at Golden Horn Elementary School
that I am eager to experience, our Christmas Concert (Dec. 18), and pyjama day on the
last day of school (Dec. 20). Please take note of these important dates and events! On
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behalf of Golden Horn Elementary School, I would like to wish all of our staff and their
loved ones near and far, GHES students and their families, our educational partners
and extended school community… a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and best
wishes for the New Year in 2019. No matter what or if you celebrate during the winter
break, we hope that you will enjoy time spent together and in the comfort of those that
you love. Take time to rest, play, laugh and be well!
Darcy LeBlanc
Principal

SCHOOL NEWS
Winter Clothing and Gear
Thank you to parents for ensuring that students are arriving with the proper clothing for
the cooler weather of winter: hats, snowpants, jackets and mitts. A lot of students have
the same make and model of winter clothing and gear. Please take a moment to label
your child’s gear with their name to prevent mix ups of gear and to help identify lost
items.

Junior Chef’s Cookbook
Attention folks! Did you love last year's Junior Chef's Cookbook? Well guess what?! The
Grade 2 Junior Chef's Cookbook 2.0 is now available. It will be sold on Thursday,
December 13th at the Christmas Bazaar at the GHES Spirit Wear table. Copies are also
available through Ms. Leigh, and Grade 2 students will visit classrooms before
Christmas break to continue selling copies. Books are $5 each and make a wonderful
Christmas gift. All proceeds are being donated to the Mae Bachur Animal Shelter.
Thank you for your support!

Movie Night
Movie Night is back! On Friday, December 7th your child/children are invited to stay
after school for a snack, some play time, dinner and a movie, leaving you with time to
do some Christmas shopping, have dinner out or whatever you wish with this free time!
Pick up your child/children at 6:30 pm. Movie choices will be Song of the Sea (Gym) or
Smallfoot (Music Room). The fee for the food is $10.00 per student and $25.00 per
family. The children will receive:
• a snack after school (apples, veggies and hummus dip).
• a pizza dinner (cheese or pepperoni) and veggies/dip.
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•

Water will be available to drink from the water fountain. Students can bring their
own water bottle or cup if they wish.

After School Pick Up in the Bus Area
This notice is for parents who are picking up students from the bus loading area. The
bus drop-off area is a busy place with vehicles turning into the driveway and busses
coming and going. Please ensure that you are walking back through the school ground
and out via the designated walk way to the parent drop-off/pick-up area.

Golden Horn Cross Country Ski Club

Golden Horn Elementary is seeking interest amongst the school community to start an
afterschool cross country ski club. The club will be open to students in Kindergarten
through Grade 7 and will run on Mondays from 3:10 until 4:30 from January 7 to March
11, 2019.
Along with interested student skiers, the club also needs some coaches/parent helpers
to ensure the club runs successfully. Thanks to a generous grant from RPAY, we are
able to pay an honorarium for someone to help with purchasing and preparing snacks,
as well as coaching/helper honorariums.
The ski program is to encourage FUN and participation in outdoor activity. Skiers will
utilize games, varied terrain and tracked trails to develop the ABC’s of all sport: agility,
balance and coordination, along with some speed! The program will be structured to
develop technique, fitness and speed skills through games and activities as well as
develop a healthy social atmosphere. All ski equipment is provided by the school.
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Please send an email to coach and coordinator Fran Nyman to sign up, to offer your
services or to ask more questions: fran.nyman@yesnet.yk.ca

SCHOOL COUNCIL
GOLDEN HORN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR

We are proud to be able to offer some Golden Horn School spirit wear items for presale. You may have seen some of these eye catching hoodies around the school lately,
and that’s just the beginning. The Golden Horn School Council is selling these items as
a fundraiser to purchase new guided reading books for the home reading program for
grades 1-3.
To pre-order the items and check out the samples, please come and see us at one of
these events:
- Christmas Bazaar December 13 in the gym
- Christmas Concerts at 1pm and 6pm in the hallway outside the gym
Items available for pre-order will be:
- Hoodies $45 (add $10 for a personalized name on the back)
-Baseball hat $15
-Cinch bag $15 (add $10 for a personalized name on the front)
-t-shirts $20 (add $10 for a personalized name on the back)
-stainless steel water bottle $20 (personalized name is included in price)
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CASH OR CHEQUE ONLY due at time of pre-order
Support GHES and show some spirit! All items pre-ordered by end of day on December
18 will be available for pick up the first week back after Christmas break.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
FREE LDAY WORKSHOP:
Reducing Anxiety in Kids
Saturday, December 8 – Join guest speaker Jessica Minihan for this workshop suited
for parents of children of all ages, as well as community members who work with
children.
More info: https://ldayukon.com/new-events

Skijoring Archery Biathlon:
I'm a parent of a couple children at Golden Horn Elementary School and have an idea to
get some parents/children outside doing something fun and active this winter.
I'm interested in starting up skijoring biathlon this winter out on the Annie Lake Golf
Course. Agnes at Mt. Lorne Community Centre is open to this possibility if there is
enough interest.
This may be a good opportunity for parents to get out doing something fun with kids
near Mt. Lorne Community Centre on Saturdays or Sundays...and there may be funding
for people with dogs that can help parent/child (without trained dogs) get set up.
The basic idea would be to set up a hay bale wall to place a number of targets on - have
kids skijour a loop around the golf course (different golf course fairways/distances for
different loops...perhaps 100 – 400 meters?)
Imagine: High energy skijour (obstacle course ?), dog control to stop, slow down
breath/focus to shoot arrows, then back to high energy skijour again. We would have to
create rules such as penalty loops (perhaps point system) depending on where arrows
land on/off target.
Anyway, if you would be interested, or know people that may be interested, in
brainstorming this idea please email me mknutson227@gmail.com or call me 867-3334425.
Michael Knutson
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VISIBLE LEARNING
KINDERGARTEN

We are readers and writers! This student is having her first time in the Author’s chair. The
students begin by telling stories about their drawings and then progress to writing letters and
blending letter sounds together to write words!

After learning about mixing colouring in Art with Mrs. Larkin-Boyle, this student continues to
experiment with mixing colouring during centre time.
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The kinder-kids love to build. Here they have built a house designed to keep out the Big-Bad
Wolf!

GRADE 2/3S
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Halloween fun in Ms. Churchill’s Grade 2/3 class!

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Ø

Friday, November 02 – PD Day (School Closed)

Ø

Friday, November 09 – Remembrance Day Ceremony at 10:50 am

Ø

Monday, December 03 – Interim Report Cards

Ø

Friday, December 07 – Movie Night (3:30 – 6:45)

Ø

Thursday, December 13 – Christmas Bazaar (1 pm – 2:50 pm)

Ø

Tuesday, December 18 – Christmas Concert (1:15 – 2:45 pm and 6:00 – 7:00 pm)

Ø

Thursday, December 20 – Pajama Day/Last Day of School (Dismissal at 2:10)

Ø

Monday, January 7 – First Day Back after Christmas Break

Ø

Friday, January 25 – PD day (No School)
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